Short-Term Mission Trip Agenda
Agenda # 4 Understanding Culture
1. Group Discussion Questions:

a. Download form online called “Understanding Culture.”
b. Break up into groups of two and discuss the common stereotypes found in table 2.1.  Ask these questions:

i. Which stereotypes would you delete?

ii. What stereotypes would you add?

iii. What challenges and opportunities do these stereotypes create?

2. Opening Prayer:
3. Scripture:
a. Philippians 2: 1-15
4. Questions (pick a few of these questions to discuss):

a. In what ways was Jesus’ incarnation a form of crosscultural ministry?
b. How did He model entering into another culture?
c. If you have, “this attitude in yourself which was also in Christ Jesus,” what will your attitude be toward the world and the people whom you are serving?”
d. Why would this way of being make your joy complete?
5. Things to remember…
a. Dealing with cultural change can be difficult but keep these in mind:
i. Laugh:  Find humor in the situation and specialize in laughing at yourself and not others.
ii. Listen:  Seek first to understand rather than be understood.
iii. Learn:  God hasn’t sent you into the culture to be its judge.
iv. Love:  It’s the universal language.
v. Live:  Enter in, enjoy the differences and live as a servant.  
6. Tasks for the team?

7.  Review Next Steps & Meeting times…
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