Missions and Partnership What Does it Mean?
· What is missions?

· Our belief is in a missionary God.  A God who is alive and at work in this world.  Therefore in missions we are invited by God to participate in God’s mission in the world.  (See definition below)

· Missio Dei:

· “Mission may be understood as being derived from the very nature of God.  It is thus put into the context of the doctrine of the Trinity.  The classical doctrine on the mission dei as God the Father sending the Son, and God the Father and the Son sending the Spirit (is) expanded to include yet another “movement”: Father, Son and Holy Spirit sending the church , into the world…mission is not primarily an activity of the church but an attribute of God.  God is a missionary God (Bosch, David, Transforming Mission, 390).

1. Contextual:   Therefore a continued discussion…

a. Why is it so hard to define?  Well, there is no exactly right answer because partnership is contextual but there are some important principles.  
2. Relational:  Begins with relationships because we believe in a relational God:

a. Missions is not something we do “to another” but “with another.”  (i.e. we are going to go help those people.  No, we are working with the _____ people.
b. Human centered not project centered.
3. Holistic:

a. Evangelism:  Telling the good news in word and deed.
b. Compassion:  Using our gifts, talents and resources to help the sick and less fortunate.
c. Justice:  Standing with the oppressed and the voiceless.
4. Other notions to consider:

a. Empowering versus enabling

b. Sustainable

5. Partnership agreements:

a. Can be both formal and informal

6. George’s points:

a. Shared Grace and Thanksgiving

i. The ability to celebrate and forgive.

b. Mutuality and interdependence:
i. The issue of power (again are we enabling or empowering).  We come to the table as equals.  

ii. Are we thinking for the long-term?

c. Recognition and respect:
i. Are we equals?

ii. Is there recognition of cultural differences and “hidden rules.”

d. Open dialogue and transparency:
i. Can we share both our joys and our concerns.

e. Sharing of resources:
i. Accountability, trust and listen.

