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JUBILEE HOUSE COMMUNITY

“You shall not oppress one another for I am
the Lord your God.” —Lev. 25:17





Name: _______________________________________________

Nicaragua 2007 Team Covenant

I realize that the following elements are crucial to the effectiveness, quality, and safety of our trip together.  As a member of this mission team, I covenant to:

1. No matter how thoughtfully planned a mission trip is, our plans will change.  I will be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit as I practice “flexibility, flexibility, flexibility”.

2. Remember that we have come to serve, not to teach.  I may run across procedures that I feel are inefficient, or attitudes that I feel are closed minded.  I’ll resist the temptation to inform our hosts about “how we do things.”  I’ll be open to learning about other people’s methods and ideas.

3. Respect our host’s view of Christianity.  I recognize that Christianity has many faces throughout the world, and that the purpose of this trip is to witness and experience faith lived out in a new setting.

4. Develop and maintain a servant attitude toward the Nicaraguan’s we meet and my teammates.

5. Respect my team members and team leaders and their decisions.

6. Refrain from gossip.  I may be surprised at how each person will blossom when freed from the concern that others may be passing judgment.

7. Refrain from complaining.  I know that short-term mission trips can present numerous unexpected and undesired circumstances, but the rewards of conquering such circumstances are innumerable.  Instead of whining and complaining, I’ll be creative and supportive.

8. Refrain from negative comments or hostile discussions about Nicaraguan’s politics or culture.

9. Remember not to be exclusive in my relationships.  If my good friend or spouse is on the trip, we will make every effort to interact with all members of the team, not just one another.  If I am attracted to a teammate, I will not attempt to purse a relationship until after we return home.

   10. I realize that certain activities that seem innocuous in my own                                                   

          culture may seem forward and inappropriate and in others.   

          I will refrain from any activity that could be construed as romantic 

          toward a Nicaraguan.

Day 1 – Bienvenidos!  Welcome!  
So, why did you come on this trip?
You are in for perhaps one of the greatest weeks of your life! You’ll be hanging with friends, and getting to know a lot of new people.  The question is why are you here? 
I hope you are here because you have sensed God calling you to a deeper commitment.  The challenge for you this week is to look for God?  Maybe you will find God in a surprising place?  This devotion is designed to help you take time to reflect and search for how God is present with you and the group in this place.  
Activity:  What are your expectations for the week?

· _________________
· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

· _________________

What are your fears?

· __________________

· _________________

· _________________

Read Jeremiah 29:11.  What do these verses mean for you today?

Prayer Time:  Take Five Minutes:
Ask God to use you in a mighty way this week. Let God know that you will be searching, listening, and looking.  

Day 1 Journal Activity:  What did you see and learn today?  How did you see God at work?

I know that you know where you are right now physically, but do you know where you are spiritually? 

Day 2  Where are you right now?
Many times we get so comfortable in our routine, confident even, that we become self-reliant instead of God-reliant. When we get out of our comfort zones and familiar surroundings, we may rely more on God. Then God is able to mold us and form us into new beings. This is a process that takes perseverance and faithfulness in following and trusting God to provide.

What do you think God will have to teach you on this trip? Are you looking for some renewal? Do you want to give back some of what God has given you? 

Are there things in your life that you would like to change? 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17… What does this verse mean for you today?
Prayer time:  Close your personal devotion time by giving God thanks for this opportunity and  by confessing any sins that may be holding you down right now. 
Day 2 Journal activity:  As I review everything that happened today, these are my thoughts and feelings about what I did and where I saw God at work.


Day 3  What is your role this week?
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free-- and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many members, yet one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."  On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,  and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect;  whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member,  that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. (1 Cor. 12: 12-25).

Whether you consider your individual assignment big or small, your part is crucial to the results this week.  

What is your role in the group?
What is one thing you have learned or appreciated in someone else in the group?  


Prayer Time:  Close your personal devotion time in prayer by thanking God for the opportunity to be used by Him this week. Ask Him to continue to show you how you can best serve Him in this setting.

Day 3 Journal activity:  As I review everything that happened today, these are my thoughts and feelings about what I did and where I saw God at work.


Day 4 What will you learn today?
You call me Teacher and Lord-- and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  John 13:13-17

We are servants in this place. But what do we know about genuine servanthood? Servants sacrifice and give without regard for status, rewards or thanks. It’s not easy. We may have to swallow our pride when asked to do unpleasant things that make us physically or emotionally uncomfortable. Sometimes we may feel like we are not needed or valued and we have to bend in order to follow someone else. It’s not easy but it is the way of Jesus. Often he reminded people by his actions that he came to serve all people with out the promise of reward or higher status. He showed us what God was trying to tell us from the start that all humanity is beloved by God and we are intended to serve one another. 

What does it mean to serve?

What does it mean to serve on this trip?

Prayer Timer:  Close your personal devotion time in prayer by thanking for this time to serve.
Day 4 Journal activity:  As I review everything that happened today, these are my thoughts and feelings about what I did and where I saw God at work.


Day 5 What have you learned this week?
Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?” Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on the mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” The Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.” Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. And because of his words many more became believers. They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.

What have you found that you have in common with the people of Nicaragua?
What is different?  How do you reconcile these differences?


Prayer time:  Close your personal devotion time in prayer by thanking God for creating you and all people and thanking God for Jesus. Ask God to help you remember that his love is for all people and you need God’s help you to show that love to all with whom you come in contact.

Day 5 Journal activity:   As I review everything that happened today, these are my thoughts and feelings about what I did and where I saw God at work.

 I have heard the saying, “God loves you the way you are but God won’t let you stay that way.”

Day 6  How have you been changed this week?



What has God taught you this week?
This week has been a complex experience. How did it challenge you? What did you see in yourself that you would like to develop or change? Where was God? Maybe the gift of my experience is to learn to live in the midst of the mystery of God.

What did I learn about the depth of the human spirit, the pain and suffering beyond what I imagined, the hope in the midst of darkness, lightening others loads, the gifts of love and grace that help us survive and even thrive? 

What did I learn about myself? Did I overcome moments of fear, loneliness or weakness? Did I let myself down when I was annoyed, or tired or angry? Or did I remember I am human? 

How has God given you what you needed to keep working this week?

How do you feel about leaving? What is easy to leave? What is difficult?


Prayer Time:  Close your personal devotion time in prayer by asking God to_________________________________…. 
Day 6 Journal activity:  As I review everything that happened today, these are my thoughts and feelings about what I did and where I saw God at work.

Day 7 What will you do now?
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 3:13-14)

The trip is almost over, and in a little while you will be home in Indianapolis. Did this mission experience leave you with just a few great pictures? Or, has your involvement this week led you to commit to being the Christian that God has called you to be. Will people notice a difference in your life not just over the next few days, but in 6 months to a year from now? 
List one or two things that you will change because of this trip:


Prayer time:  Close your personal devotion time in prayer by asking God to help you live out the commitment that you have made in response to his call. Thank him for the faithfulness you know he will exhibit in answer to your request.

Day 7 Journal activity:  As I review everything that happened today, these are my thoughts and feelings about what I did and where I saw God at work.  Other questions to consider:  I saw God working in others around me during the trip in the following ways?  I saw God working in me during the trip in the following ways?  My original prayer requests about this trip were answered in the following ways?  My prayer requests as I travel home are the following?
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